
 

 

GMTA 
G E O R G I A  M U S I C  T E A C H E R S  A S S O C I A T I O N  

2018 GMTA AUDITIONS RESULTS 

The 2018 GMTA State Auditions were held on April 7 and April 21 at the University of Georgia, Hugh Hodgson 
School of Music.  The GMTA Auditions Staff extends our gratitude to the Hugh Hodgson School of Music for 
allowing us the use of their facilities for the GMTA Auditions. 

The following categories were represented: 
 
 •    Pre-College Piano, Grades 4-11 –385 Region Participants; 222 State Participants 

• 12th Grade Piano – 23 Participants 

• High School Piano Concerto – 7 Participants  

• College Piano – 21 Participants  

• College Piano Concerto – 1 Participant 

• High School and College Voice – 14 Participants  

• Strings/Guitar, K-College –   37 Participants  

• Brass and Woodwinds –5 Participants  

• Instrumental Concerto –  17 Participants 

 
Congratulations to all students and teachers who participated in this year’s Auditions! 

~Cathy Thacker, NCTM | Vice President of GMTA Auditions 
 

PIANO DIVISION  

Grade 4 | Dr. Elena Cholakova, Chair 
 
Award: Conference Recitalist 
 Ethan Nie    Ping Xu    Atlanta 
 
Award: 1st Alternate 

Ethan Palmer    Laura Lozier   Cherokee 
 
Award: 2nd Alternate 

Hailey Culp    Ping Xu    North DeKalb  
 
Award: Outstanding Performer 
 Harry Kim    Yoonmi Choi   Gwinnett County 
 Michelle Feng    Ping Xu    Atlanta 



 

 

 Mia Lu     Ping Xu    North DeKalb 
 Alicia Wang    Hwee Boon Ng   Atlanta 
 
Award: Award of Excellence 
 Claramae Parish   Clara Park   Augusta 
 Yining Tang    Anne Sun   Atlanta 
 Joey Pak    Young Choi   North DeKalb 
 Samantha Lee    Ian Altman   Macon 
 Jae Ren Yee    Seonhee Cho   North Fulton 
 Brady Zhang    Miao-Fen Lin   North DeKalb 
 Edwin Tang    Ping Xu    North DeKalb 
 
Award: Honorable Mention    
 Zoe Liu     Eric Clay   Coweta Fayette 
 Ethan Lo    Hsin-Lan Chien, NCTM  Cobb County 
 April Zhang    Hsin-Lan Chien, NCTM  Cobb County 
 James Sun    Clara Park   Augusta 
 Anika Lee    Seonhee Cho   North Fulton 
 Scarlett Liu    Hsin-Lan Chien, NCTM  Cobb County 
 Jessica Han    Aza Boguslavskiy  Gwinnett County 
   

Grade 5 | Dr. Elena Cholakova, Chair 
 
Award: Conference Recitalist 
 Joanna Catherine Wang  Tracy Xian   Columbus 

 
Award: 1st Alternate 
 Nathan Liu    Joanna Kim   Northeast Georgia 

 
Award: 2nd Alternate 
 Hanze Zhang    Miao-Fen Lin   North DeKalb  
 
Award: Outstanding Performer 
 Vedita Sawhney   Inna Satunovsky  Coweta Fayette 
 Abigail Marley    Jean Mann, NCTM  Gwinnett County  
 Ellie Yin     Ping Xu    North DeKalb 
 Kevin Chen    Yien Wang   Columbus 
 Elizabeth Perry    Diane Boyd, NCTM  Savannah 
 
Award: Award of Excellence 
 Claire Jing    Ping Xu    North DeKalb 
 Sophia Li    Ping Xu    Atlanta 
 Fredrick Wu    Ping-Yun Hsu   Cobb County 
 Kaitlyn Chang    Ping-Yun Hsu   Cobb County 
 Zeke Loper    Joseph Hokayem, NCTM Athens 
 Jieun Lee    Tracy Xian   Columbus 
 Bochen Shen    Joseph Hokayem, NCTM Athens 
 Sean Powell    Tracy Xian   Columbus 
 



 

 

 
Award: Honorable Mention 
 Albert Zhang    Keli Xu    North Fulton 
 Aidan Pabis    Derek Vann   North DeKalb 
 Ashley Si    Anne Sun   Atlanta 
 Andrew Zhang    Joseph Hokayem, NCTM Athens 
 Leia Lankford    Wanda Hughes   Cherokee 
 Caroline Chang    Ping Xu    North DeKalb 
 Rachel Oh    Elena Cholakova  Atlanta 
 Lauren Kim    Anne Sun   Atlanta 
 
 

Grade 6 | Robin Engleman, NCTM, Chair 
 
Award: Conference Recitalist 
 Julia Pearson    Ping Xu    North DeKalb 
 
Award:  1st Alternate 
 Luke Xu     Anne Sun   Atlanta 
 
Award:  2nd Alternate 
 Ethan Liu    Joanna Kim   Northeast Georgia 
 
Award:  Outstanding Performer 
 Eric Xu     Miao-Fen Lin   North DeKalb 
 Zhikai Huang    Robert Henry   Cobb County 
 Rayna Chang    Anne Sun   Atlanta 
 Alison Wang    Hwee Boon Ng   Atlanta 
 Alex Wa    Ping Xu    Atlanta 
 Erin Li     Ping-Yun Hsu   Cobb County 
 
Award: Award of Excellence 
 Xinyu Su    Hyanbin Choi   Augusta 
 Yuchen Guo    Hyanbin Choi   Augusta 
 Anna Nguyen    Ping Xu    Atlanta 
 Alisa Lee    Tracy Xian   Columbus 
 Kevin Xiang    Ping Xu    North DeKalb 
 Sophie Fang    Hsin-Lan Chien, NCTM  Cobb County 
 Will Yin     Nancy Riley   Athens 
 
Award:  Honorable Mention 
 Jennifer He    Hsin-Lan Chien, NCTM  Cobb County 
 Nichols Parish    Clara Park   Augusta 
 Aaron Wang    Keli Xu    North Fulton 
 Hanny Wu    Miao-Fen Lin   North DeKalb 
 Gavin Lee    Junghee Lee   Gwinnett County 
 Aaron Yang    Joseph Hokayem, NCTM Athens 
 Yuna Lim    Jee Eun Wada   North Fulton 
 



 

 

 

Grade 7 | Robin Engleman, NCTM, Chair  
 
Award: Conference Recitalist 
 Ethan Liu    Alexander Wasserman  Cobb County 
 
Award: 1st Alternate 
 Caroline Malcom   Anne Sun   Atlanta 
 
Award: 2nd Alternate 
 Joline Tran    Hwee Boon Ng   Atlanta 
 
Award:  Outstanding Performer 
 Christie Peng    Anne Sun   Atlanta 
 Jonathan Xue    Robert Henry   Cobb County 
 Nico Brett    Joe Seidel   Cherokee 
 
Award: Award of Excellence 
 Sampan Ray Bhattacharyya  Yien Wang   Columbus 
 Spencer McKee    Mary McKee   Savannah 
 Ilya Bryantsev    Anne Sun   Atlanta 
 Ananya Shetty     Anne Sun   Atlanta 
 Yangyang Shen    Ping Xu    North DeKalb 
 Kelley Lu    Ping Xu    North DeKalb 
 
Award: Honorable Mention 
 Claire Wu    Ping Xu    Atlanta 
 Joey Dagostino    Laura Lozier   Cherokee 
 Faith Huang    Hsin-Lan Chien, NCTM  Cobb County 
 Selena Wang    Frances Yao   North DeKalb 
 Jane Lee    Gayle Vann   North DeKalb 
 Jeffery Li    Hiroko Hogarth   Augusta 
 

Grade 8 | Anne Sun, Chair 
 
Award: Conference Recitalist  

Grace Peng    Elena Cholakova  Atlanta 
 
Award: 1st Alternate 
 Katherine Yang    Elena Cholakova  Atlanta 
     
Award: 2nd Alternate 

Leonora Parish    Clara Park   Augusta 
 
Award:  Outstanding Performer 
 Daniel Pan    Ping Xu    North DeKalb 
 Michelle Ho    Joanna Kim   Northeast Georgia 
 Ethan Bernhard    Alexander Wasserman  Cobb County 
 Daniel Kim    Joanna Kim   Northeast Georgia 



 

 

 
Award: Award of Excellence 
 Daniel Noelle    Marcia Rygh   Gwinnett County 
 Margaret Wei    Ping Xu    Atlanta 
 Susanna Huang    Hsin-Lan Chien, NCTM  Cobb County 
 Tara Kim    Min Kim   Decatur 
 Veronica Kogan    Elena Cholakova  Atlanta 
 Amy Huang    Anne Sun   Atlanta 
 Anna Kim    Anne Sun   Atlanta 
 
Award: Honorable Mention 
 James DeOcampo   Hwa Pyeong Kim  Coweta Fayette 
 Gavin Carr    Lois Finlay   North DeKalb 
 Susan Jiang    Yien Wang   Columbus 
 Ava Springer    F. Joseph Lozier   Cherokee 
 Paul Yi     Hwa Pyeong Kim  Coweta Fayette 
 Fiona Guo    Ping Xu    North DeKalb 
 Jayden Chong    Lois Finlay   North DeKalb 
  
 

Grade 9 | Anne Sun, Chair 
 
Award: Conference Recitalist 
 Charlie Li    Elena Cholakova  Augusta 
 
Award: Master Class #1 
 Robert Jeon    Elena Cholakova  Atlanta 
 
Award: Master Class #2 
 Ayano Tsunoda    Keiko Ransom   Decatur 
  
Award: Outstanding Performer 
 Nicholas Ge    Elena Cholakova  Atlanta 
 Rajath Prabhakar   Alexander Wasserman  Cobb County 
 Anna Hu    Lois Finlay, NCTM  North DeKalb 
 Sarah Lao    Anne Sun   Atlanta 
 Skyler Feng    Ping Xu    Atlanta 
 
Award: Award of Excellence 
 Jessie Zhu    Huu Mai   Cobb County 
 Eric Wang    Huu Mai   Cobb County 
 Aaron Wei    Miao-Fen Lin   North DeKalb 
 Jessica Tang    Ping Xu    North DeKalb 
 Daniel Shen    Keli Xu    North Fulton 
 Ellen Daugherty   Alexander Wasserman  Cobb County 
 Michelle Pi    Clara Park   Augusta  
  
Award: Honorable Mention 
 Kevin Zhang    Joseph Hokayem, NCTM Athens 



 

 

 Marisa Woo    You Ju Lee, NCTM  Northeast Georgia 
 Christine Lee    Song Ha   Augusta 
 Michelle Wu    Ping Xu    North DeKalb 
 Aidan Dealy    Gayle Vann   North DeKalb 
 Michelle Heo    Jee Eun Wada   North Fulton 
 Christian Lee    Ian Altman   Macon 
 Tina Le     Cathy Thacker, NCTM  Gwinnett County 
 Madison Park    Andrew Harry   Columbus 
 
 

Grade 10 | Diane Boyd, NCTM, Chair 
 
Award: Conference Recitalist  
 Jason Guo    Elena Cholakova  Atlanta 
 
Award: Master Class #1 
 Annabel Shue    Lois Finlay, NCTM  North DeKalb 
 
Award: Master Class #2  
 Julia Li     Elena Cholakova  Atlanta   
 
Award: Outstanding Performer 
 Gabriella Kogan   Elena Cholakova  Atlanta 
 Charlie Liu    Elena Cholakova  Atlanta 
 Celina Zhao    Jonathan Klein   Athens 
 
Award: Award of Excellence 
 Amy Xu     Keiko Ransom   Decatur 
 Eric Yao    Hsin-Lan Chien, NCTM  Cobb County 
 Grace Pan    Joseph Hokayem, NCTM Athens 
 Andrew Lin    Mary McKee   Savannah 
 Catherine Shih    Elena Cholakova  Atlanta 
 Vicky Yu    Gloria Park   Gwinnett County 
 
Award: Honorable Mention 
 David Han    Nancy Riley   Athens 
 Vivia Lung    Anne Sun   Atlanta 
 Caroline Zhang    Inna Satunovsky  Coweta Fayette 
 Austin Nguyen    Alexander Wasserman  Cobb County 
 Camille Jennings   Jan Adams, NCTM  Western Georgia 
 Elle Guse    Davide Palmer   Cherokee 
 

Grade 11 | Diane Boyd, NCTM, Chair 
 
Award: Conference Recitalist  
 Helen Bryant    Alexander Wasserman  Cobb County 
 
Award: Master Class #1 
 Nicholas Hong    Ping Xu    North DeKalb 



 

 

 
Award: Master Class #2 
 Sylvia Tang    Shirley Irek   Atlanta 
 
Award: Outstanding Performer 
 Grace Xu    Ping Xu    North DeKalb 
 Ethan Tang    Jody Parrish   Decatur 
 Lillian Glushka    Jonathan Klein   Athens 
 Anna Mbiad    Robert Henry   Cobb County 
  
Award: Award of Excellence 
 Grace Yu    Ping Xu    Atlanta 
 Grace Li    Alexander Wasserman  Cobb County 
 Luke Bell    Grace Huang   Athens 
 Lennox Xu    Elena Cholakova  Atlanta 
 Matthew Tzou    Kathryn Dawal   Gwinnett County 
 Tessa Paul    Renee Holliman  North Fulton 
 William Smith    Clara Park   Augusta 
  
Award: Honorable Mention 
 Moses Wang    Joseph Hokayem, NCTM Athens 
 Kevin Park    David Watkins, NCTM  Cobb County 
 Victoria Lin    Jody Parrish   Decatur 
 Ricky Yoo    Mijung Jin   Gwinnett County 
 Marie Blackmar   Lily Bowman   Cherokee 
 Edward Hayashi   Hsin-Lan Chien, NCTM  Cobb County 
 Isaiah McCrina    Judy Hayes   Western Georgia 
 
 

Grade 12 | Joseph Hokayem, NCTM, Chair 
 
Award: Senior Cash Award  
 Benjamin Chin    Alexander Wasserman  Cobb County  

 
Award: 1st Alternate 
 Sarah Jin    Elena Cholakova  Atlanta 
 
Award: 2nd Alternate 
 Joshua Li    Ping Xu    Atlanta 
 
Award:  Outstanding Performer 
 Lauren Claerbout   Lois Finlay, NCTM  North DeKalb 
 Sophia Han    You Ju Lee   Northeast Georgia 
 
Award: Award of Excellence 
 Meekah Howell    Joseph Hokayem, NCTM Athens 
 Hsin Ling Chen    Hsin-Lan Chien, NCTM  Cobb County 
 James Kim    Jonathan Klein   Athens 
 Kelsey Yao    Elena Cholakova  Atlanta 



 

 

 Jenny Kang    Joanna Kim   Northeast Georgia 
Award: Honorable Mention 
 Emily Mitchell    Ipek Brooks   North Fulton 
 Riley Hinson    Debra Hughes, NCTM  Gwinnett County 
 Alyssa Cagle    Marissa Woodall, NCTM Cherokee 
 Patrick Li    Lois Finlay, NCTM  North DeKalb 
 Daisy Zhou    Ping Xu    Atlanta 
  
 

Piano Concerto | Joseph Hokayem, NCTM, Chair 
 
Award: Concerto Winner 
 Jason Guo    Elena Cholakova  Atlanta 

 
Award: 1st Alternate 

Annabel Shue    Lois Finlay, NCTM  North DeKalb 
 

Award: 2nd Alternate 
William Smith    Clara Park   Augusta 
 

Award:  Award of Excellence 
 Max Khanmamedov   Lois Finlay, NCTM  North DeKalb 
 Grace Lee    Gayle Vann   North DeKalb 
 
Award:  Honorable Mention 
 Nimita Deshpande   Meg Delucia   Atlanta 
 Kaitlyn Kotake    Gayle Vann   North DeKalb 
 

 

College Piano - Cathy Thacker, NCTM, Chair 

LOWER COLLEGE PIANO 

Naomi Meadows  Dr. You Ju Lee   OP – Conference Recitalist 

Christian Poppell  Dr. Liza Stepanova  OP – 1st Alternate 

Vivian Huang   Kristi Helfen   Award of Excellence 

Sydney Chung   Kristi Helfen   Award of Excellence 

Campbell Cona   Dr. Martha Thomas  Honorable Mention 

Jefferson Tsai   Kristi Helfen   Honorable Mention 

 

MIDDLE COLLEGE PIANO 

Alexandre Tchaykov  Dr. Liza Stepanova  OP – Conference Recitalist 



 

 

Valentina Qishan Huang Dr. Chenny Gan   OP – 1st Alternate 

Aaron Olinger   Dr. Carol Gingerich  Honorable Mention 

Christina Pham   Dr. Carol Gingerich  Honorable Mention 

 

UPPER COLLEGE PIANO 

Nikita Krylov   Tatiana Muzanova  OP – Conference Recitalist 

Weilu Liu   Tatiana Muzanova  OP – 1st Alternate 

Juan Collazos   Tatiana Muzanova  OP – 2nd Alternate 

Caroline Owen   Dr. Liza Stepanova  Award of Excellence 

Justin Han   Dr. Raffi Besalyan   Award of Excellence 

Minsil Choo   Dr. Evgeny Rivkin  Honorable Mention 

Qin Ling   Dr. Martha Thomas  Honorable Mention 

 

COLLEGE PIANO CONCERTO 

Dajung Lee   Dr. Evgeny Rivkin  OP – Cash Prize 

 

VOICE - Dr. Pat Callaway, NCTM, Chair 

VOICE – 10th GRADE 

Gilliane Conklin   Leigh Anne Bleichner  OP – Conference Recitalist 

Vivian Hilyard   Dr. Stephanie Tingler  OP – 1st Alternate 

 

VOICE – 11th GRADE 

Kristen Johansen  Dr. Stephanie Tingler  OP – Conference Recitalist 

Madison Ricci   Leigh Anne Bleichner  Award of Excellence 

 

VOICE – 12th GRADE   

Jessica Jacobs   Dr. Stephanie Tingler  OP – Cash Prize 

Chloe Cantrell   Dr. Stephanie Tingler  Outstanding Performer 



 

 

Maggie Finkel   Leigh Anne Bleichner  Award of Excellence 

 

VOICE – LOWER COLLEGE 

Emma O’Neal   Dr. Stephanie Tingler  OP – Conference Recitalist 

Alissa Benkoski   Dr. Stephanie Tingler  OP – 1st Alternate 

Faith Powell   Dr. Stephanie Tingler  Award of Excellence 

 

VOICE - MIDDLE COLLEGE 

Eric Dowler   Dr. Stephanie Tingler  OP – Conference Recitalist 

Tarryn Ballard   Dr. Stephanie Tingler  OP – 1st Alternate   

 

INSTRUMENTAL CONCERTO Cathy Thacker, NCTM, Chair 

Jennifer Deng   Sonja Foster   OP – Conference Recitalist 

Kirsten Jiwon Lee  William Pu    OP – 1st Alternate 

Sunglin Hsieh   Sonja Foster   OP – 2nd Alternate 

Evan Nicholson   Martin Gueorguiev  Outstanding Performer 

Zhimei Xu   William Pu   Outstanding Performer 

John Kang   Justin Dougherty  Award of Excellence 

Zoe Lo    Sonja Foster   Award of Excellence 

Adam Wang   Martin Gueorguiev  Award of Excellence 

Bradley Hu   Sonja Foster   Award of Excellence 

Serena Gao   William Pu   Honorable Mention 

Danielle Najarian  Sonja Foster   Honorable Mention 

Jason Zhuang   Sonja Foster   Honorable Mention 

Claire Hong   Mirna Dinovic   Honorable Mention 

Brandon Lee   Mirna Dinovic   Honorable Mention 

 

 



 

 

STRINGS/GUITAR   Cathy Thacker, NCTM, Chair 

STRINGS/GUITAR:  GRADES 2/3 

Seunghoon (Ryan) Pi  Elaine Shin   OP – Conference Recitalist 

Hajune Shin   Elaine Shin   Award of Excellence 

Elizabeth Englhardt  Kathryn Dawal   Honorable Mention 

 

STRINGS:  GRADES 4/5 

Hyunbin Moon   Mirna Dinovic   OP – Conference Recitalist 

Ethan Lo   Hsin-Lan Chien, NCTM  Award of Excellence 

Jayden Lee   Martin Gueorguiev  Award of Excellence 

Mahalia Mason   Martin Gueorguiev  Honorable Mention 

 

STRINGS:  GRADES 6/7 

Anna Willard   Martha Gerschefski  OP – Conference Recitalist 

Brandon Lee   Mirna Dinovic   OP – 1st Alternate 

Kate “Sunny” Kim  William Pu   Award of Excellence 

Kristen Song   Martin Gueorguiev  Award of Excellence 

Alex Ko    Martin Gueorguiev  Honorable Mention  

Elly Kim   Martin Gueorguiev  Honorable Mention 

 

STRINGS/GUITAR:  GRADES 8/9 

Raunak Kumar   Sonja Foster   OP – Conference Recitalist 

Sunglin Hsieh   Sonja Foster   OP – 1st Alternate 

Pranav Aluru   Lyster Bass   OP – 2nd Alternate 

Evan Nicholson   Martin Gueorguiev  Outstanding Performer 

Danielle Najarian  Sonja Foster   Award of Excellence 

Jason Zhuang   Sonja Foster   Award of Excellence 

Matthew Kim   Justin Dougherty  Award of Excellence 



 

 

Dean Kim   Elaine Shin   Award of Excellence 

Emma Surbrook  Martin Gueorguiev  Honorable Mention 

Alexander Lee   Justin Dougherty  Honorable Mention 

Suraj Mysore   Justin Dougherty  Honorable Mention 

Hilary Chen   Que Yang   Honorable Mention 

 

STRINGS:  GRADES 10/11 

Kirsten Jiwon Lee  William Pu   OP – Conference Recitalist 

Zoe Lo    Sonja Foster   OP – 1st Alternate 

Adam Wang   Martin Gueorguiev  Award of Excellence 

Jennifer Deng   Sonja Foster   Award of Excellence 

Zhimei Xu   William Pu   Honorable Mention 

Bradley Hu   Sonja Foster   Honorable Mention 

 

STRINGS:  GRADE 12 

Joe Billips   Martin Gueorguiev  Honorable Mention 

 

 

WOODWINDS/BRASS    Cathy Thacker, NCTM, Chair 

WOODWINDS/BRASS:  GRADE 12 

Mitchell Gacuzana  Robert Haley   OP – Cash Prize 

 

WOODWINDS/BRASS:  LOWER COLLEGE 

Adeline DeBella  Dr. Andree Martin  OP – Conference Recitalist 

Rylee Carfer   Dr. Jean Martin-Williams OP – 1st Alternate 

Jennifer Aplin   Dr. Jean Martin-Williams Award of Excellence 

Emma Dickinson  Dr. Jean Martin-Williams Award of Excellence 


