
Skill Description Skill Description Skill Description Skill Description

High and Low
Up, Down, & Repeating Melodies
Steps & Skips
Rhythmic ID - Simple meter 1-2 measures Rhythmic ID 1-2 mm in simple or compound meter Rhythmic ID Up to 4 mm: Simple or compound meter Rhythmic ID Up to 4 mm: Simple, ccompound, or irregular 

meter
Major & Minor Chords Major & Minor Triads
Major & Minor 5-finger Patterns

Melodic ID 1 m in a Major key Melodic ID 1-2 mm, Major or Minor Melodic ID 1-2 mm, Major or Minor
Intervals - T or F 2,3,4,5,8
Major & Minor scales Student will not have to ID which minor scale Major & Minor scales Students will ID which minor form Major & Minor scales Students will ID which minor form

Determine if melody is major or minor Determine if melody is major, minor, or 
modal

Students will not be required to differentiate 
between modes

All intervals, including quality Perfect, Major, Minor, Diminished, Augmented All intervals

Triads Major, Minor, Augmented, Diminished Triads Major, Minor, Augmented, Diminished, and V7 
chord (T/F)

Whole & Half Steps
Note Names
Intervals Number only
Major Key Signatures up to 4# & 4b
Major scale - add accidentals
Add correct time signatures Simple & Compound
Add bar lines
Complete measures with notes & rests
Write M & m triads

Enharmonic notes
All Major key signatures
Minor key signatures up to 4# & 4b
Major & Minor scales - add accidentals
Write primary triads in Major and 
natural Minor keys

I, IV, & V; root or inversion accepted

Rewrite treble or bass clef melodies in 
the other clef

One octave higher or lower

All Major & Minor key signatures
All Major & Minor scales
ID & write intervals Number & quality
ID & write all triads
Determine key of melody from the 
accidentals
Transpose a melody
ID cadences Plagal, authentic, half, and deceptive

Relative, Enharmonic, and Parallel As applied to all Major and Minor key 
signatures and scales

ID & write intervals above and below 
given notes
ID & write all triads & V7 chords Root position & inversions
ID & write priimary & secondary triads 
by name and Roman numeral

Tonic, supertonic, mediant, subdominant, 
dominant, submediant, and leadinig tone 
chords

Includes all of A, plus the following:

Includes all of A & B, plus the following:

GMTA Theory Exam Required Skills GMTA Theory Exam Required Skills GMTA Theory Exam Required Skills GMTA Theory Exam Required Skills
Level DLevel CLevel BLevel A

Includes all of A, B, & C, plus the following:

Written Exam Written ExamWritten Exam Written Exam

Ear TrainingEar TrainingEar TrainingEar Training
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Skill Description Skill Description Skill Description Skill Description

GMTA Theory Exam Required Skills GMTA Theory Exam Required Skills GMTA Theory Exam Required Skills GMTA Theory Exam Required Skills
Level DLevel CLevel BLevel A

pp very soft
p soft

mp moderately soft
mf moderately loud
f loud
ff very loud

crescendo gradually getting louder
diminuendo Gradually getting softer

8va Indicates to play notes an octave higher or 
lower

Repeat sign Indicates to repeat a section
D.C. al Fine Da Capo: repeat from the beginning to the 

Fine
D.S. al Fine Del Segno: repeat from the sign to the Fine

ritardando Gradually slowing down
a tempo Return to the original speed or tempo
Allegro fast
Slurs A curved line over two or more notes 

indicating they are to be played legato
legato To be played smoothly or connected

staccato To be played detached or short
accents To emphasize the note or chord

fermata sign To hold or pause
Andante Moderate or walking speed
Adagio slow

Poco a poco Little by little
Meno Less

Meno mosso Less motion
Presto Very fast
largo Very slow or broad

Transpose Change a composition from one key to 
another

Common time 4/4 Meter
Alla breve Cut time, 2/2 rather than 4/4

Includes all of A, plus the following:

Includes all of A & B, plus the following:

All performance style terms found most frequently in music literature. Use dictionaries such 
as The Harvard Dictionary of Music or The Practical Dictionary of Music Terms (published by 

Alfred) to study terminology.

Includes all of A & B, plus the following:

All performance style terms found most frequently in music literature. Use dictionaries such 
as The Harvard Dictionary of Music or The Practical Dictionary of Music Terms (published by 

Alfred) to study terminology.

Terms Terms Terms Terms

Page 2


